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BIRMINGHAM
Your Passport to a great day out



This interesting and enlightening day begins at 10-00am outside the
main entrance to Milton Keynes Central Railway Station and finishes
some nine hours later outside the same Station. Sandwiched between
those nine hours, is discovery, enlightenment, some interesting and
enjoyable walking in an attractive, vibrant, underestimated city.
Birmingham is Britain’s second city and probably is still Britain’s number
one city for manufacturing. Today the smelly, dirty grimy, air polluting
industries have gone regeneration taken place and the results are well
worth seeing.

Getting There

Everyone welcomes a relatively cheap day out and to help you on this it
is essential to purchase a return ticket in advance for the best price…..
Pre book. Virgin Trains departing Milton Keynes Central @ 10-13 and
returning from Birmingham New Street @18-10. There are other options
but these times are fast with no changes. This service make two stops on
route at Coventry and Birmingham International and travel time is around
50 minutes.
On arrival at Birmingham New Street it will be necessary to purchase a
single ticket to Bournville which will cost around £1.85 with senior railcard
or around £2.60 without. This ticket can be  pre purchased but the cost
may be higher and may incur a booking fee.
Should you decide to join us at Birmingham New Street we will be board-
ing the 11-26 West Midlands Trains service to Redditch which usually
leaves from platform 12b. We can meet you in the main station con-
course opposite the row of electronic departure boards near  “Pret a
Manger” at 11-15. Please purchase ticket for Bournville before meeting
us.
Parking at or around MK station is expensive so why not park for free at
the MK Coachway and catch a bus to the station. Allow approximately 30
minutes journey time from Coachway to Station. It may be just too early
to use free bus pass.
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The spiritual home of Cadburys

Bournville

In 1861 George & Richard Cadbury took over their father’s
expanding business and needed to move from the centre of
Birmingham. At that time they were reliant on canals for milk
and railways for cocoa and needed somewhere they could expand
and have both on their doorstep i.e a greenfield site.
In 1879 they moved to Bournville Hall and named the area Bournville
after the river Bourn to avoid confusion with the near bye Bournbrook
In 1893 George bought 120 acres of land at his own expense and
planned a model village for the workers. By 1900 the village had
Grown to some 330 acres with 313 cottages and many more were
built up to the start of the first world war.
The Cadbury’s were particularly concerned with the health and fitness
of their workforce so incorporated a park and recreational area to
encourage, walking, swimming and all forms of outdoor sports.
Extensive land was purchased at Rowheath where football and hockey
pitches were created and Rowheath pavilion opened in 1924 and
served as a clubhouse. The Lido was closed and filled in during the
1970’s.
In 1900 the Bournville trust was set up to oversee and control the
development of the site.
The first part of our walk takes takes in a few streets including
Bournville park and the river Bourn before returning to Bournville station
and the Birmingham & Worcester canal for a 35 minute walk to
Birmingham University Campus.



University of Birmingham

Not to be confused with Birmingham City University

University of Birmingham received its Royal Charter in 1900 as a
successor to Queens College and Mason Science College making
it the first English civic or red brick university to secure its own
charter. It is a founding member of both the Russell group of Brit-
ish research universities and the International network of research
universities. In 2019 it is ranked as 14th in the UK and 79th in the
world and was named university of the year in 2014.
Queens College was founded in 1825 as Birmingham School of
Medicine and Surgery. Mason Science College was founded in
1875 by Josiah Mason.
Joseph Chamberlain was the founder of the current university and
the memorial clock tower is named after him.
The University is home to Barber Institute of fine arts (Van Gogh,
Picasso and Monet),The Shakespeare, Cadbury Research Library
and Lapworth Museum of Geology.
Notable students. Two Prime Ministers,  Neville Chamberlain and
Stanley Baldwin and composer Sir Edward Elgar plus some 11
Nobel award winners.
Within the campus there are some 23 blue plaques and 13 sculp-
tures and we shall see many of them during our walk starting with
the bronze statue of Faraday as we come through west gate.
Other statues to look for include, The Mermaid Fountain, not to be
confused with one we shall see later in the afternoon, A girl in the
hat, an Engineering Frieze, The Wrestlers, Ancestor, and one
showing nine famous people.
The campus is compact and university square offers space and an
opportunity to sit and weather permitting have our lunch break.
(There are places to purchase coffees etc and I’m sure there must
be toilets but couldn’t find any public ones).
After lunch we return to and exit the west gate and on to the canal
for a 45-55 minute walk into Birmingham city centre. Opposite the
University is the imposing Queen Elizabeth Hospital, En-route we
pass through the Vale and near the Botanical gardens, Through
Edgbaston tunnel and eventually arrive at what was the start/end
of the Birmingham and Worcester canal and Gas Street Basin.



A 2 mile walking tour of places and sights
not to be missed

City Centre Sights

Much more information and enjoyment can be
obtained by coming for the day.

On our right is a building named “The Cube” which was inspired
by the jewellery and engineering heritage of the city and based
upon the concept of a jewellery box. We’ll go inside to find some
gems.
The Mailbox named to reflect the fact it was once the largest
mechanised sorting office of the Royal Mail. Now houses BBC.
Gas Street Basin once the hub of the canal net work with 24 hour
7 day working loading and unloading boats to keep industry run-
ning. Sealife centre and the Barclays Arena are nearby so too is
the International Conference Centre.
Birmingham Library is our next on our list where there are toilets
and refreshment facilities plus a big surprise.
View the Hall of Memory before seeking the sculpture of Industry
and Genius, finding out why this font was not used for Baptism’s
and the Chamberlain Memorial.
Arriving in Victoria square we come to another lady in a fountain
The female figure represents the life force and the fountain is
called the river. This water feature was created by Dhruva Mistry
born in Gujarat India and has two smaller figures and the bottom
of the fountain which represent youth and two sphinx like anni-
mals. The rim on the upper pool are lines from the poem Burnt
Norton by TS Eliot. You are now at the centre of Birmingham.
Leaving the square we head to a Chinese pagoda and into China-
town before making our way through the covered market to
St Martins Church. Although this one dates back to the nineteenth
century there has been a church on this site since at least the thir-
teenth century. It is named after St Martin of Tours, the patron
Saint of Soldiers who was born in Hungary in 316.
Behind is the Selfridges building covered with 15,000 shiny alu-
minium discs said to be inspired by French designer Paco Rab-
anne’s chainmail dresses.
 Heading into the Bullring centre we pass a statue of Admiral
Nelson (what’s his statue doing in Birmingham ?) Before going to
meet “the Bull” at the end of the walk.




